Absence of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) in a gastrointestinal stromal cell tumour (GIST) in an adult human immunodeficiency virus-seropositive patient with past EBV infection.
Gastrointestinal stromal cell tumours (GIST) of the small intestine are rare malignancies. Recently, an association of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) with malignant stromal cell tumour in young people with AIDS and past EBV infection has been described. We describe a 33-year-old heterosexual male with asymptomatic human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection who had had an EBV infection in the past and who presented with an EBV-negative GIST. The association between EBV and malignant stromal cell tumours in young people with AIDS could not be reconfirmed in our adult patient. The relationship between EBV and malignant stromal cell tumours in AIDS patients and the possible pathogenetic role of EBV remains to be established, at least in adults.